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3. THE CHRISTIAN WAY: We live in a Christian community in which 
brotherhood and neighborliness should prevail among aU the people. We 
can only rely upon these principles to guide those in authority and other 
people of influence to see that the Christian way is the only way of reaching 
a satisfactory solution to the problem. 

We submit this to all the Citizens of Montgomery in the name of Him who 
brought Peace on Earth and Good Will to All Men. 

RESPECTRJLLY SUBMITTED, 
NEGRO MINISTERS AND CONGREGATIONS 

BAPTIST MINISTER’S CONFERENCE 
THE REV. H. H. HUBBARD, PRES. 

METHODIST MINISTERIAL ALLZANCE 
THE REV. W. J. HAYES 

INTERDENOMINATIONAL MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE 
THE REV. L. R. BENNETT 

MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
DR. M. L. KING, PRES. 

CITIZENS COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
RUFUS LEWIS 

PD. Montgomery Advertiser, 27 January 1956. 

To Roy Wilkins 

28 January 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King sends Wilkins, executive secretary ofthe NAAm this form letter of appreciation. 
Wilkins had sent a $500 contribution from the NAACP to the MIA. 

I. Someone in the NAACP office noted on King’s letter that $500 had been sent to him on 17 

January 1956 via Ruby Hurley, the NAACP regional secretary based in Birmingham. Roy Ottaway Wil- 
kins (1901-1981) was born in St. Louis, Missouri, and raised in St. Paul, Minnesota. While earning his 
B.A. (1923) at the University of Minnesota, Wilkins joined the NAACP. After graduating Wilkins spent 108 
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Mr. Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary, 
National Association for Advancement of Colored People, 
20 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Wilkins: 

This is just a note to express our deepest gratitude to you for your very fine 
contribution. I assure you that we will long remember your coming to our aid in 
this momentous struggle. Such contributions from friends and organizations 
sympathetic with our struggle give us renewed courage and vigor to carry on. 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President. 

MLK/ehr 

With every good wish, I am 

THLS. RW-DLC. 

several years as ajournalist at the Cull, a leading black weekly in Kansas City, Missouri, and was elected 
secretary of the local NAACP. He became assistant executive secretary of  the NAACP’s national branch 
in 1931. He succeeded W. E. B. Du Bois as editor of the NAACP’s journal, The Crisis, holding that 
position from 1934 to 1949. Wilkins also served as an advisor to the War Department in 1941 and a 
consultant for the American delegation to the United Nations in 1945. From 1955 until his retirement 
in 1977 he served as executive secretary of the NAACP. 

Notes on MIA Executive Board Meeting, 
by Donald T. Ferron 

30 January 1956 

At  this specially called meeting of the MIA executive board, King and the other leaders 
discuss two important matters: a bus seating compromise that falls short of their initial 
demands and thefiling of a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the city and 
state bus segregation laws. King notes that 3ome of the ministers are getting weary, ” 
but after Rw. W F Alfod expresses a desire to compromise, King warns, 3 f  we went 
tonight and asked the people to get back on the bus, we would be ostracized. They 
wouldn’t get back. ”He also reminds the board of their earlier decision to take legal 
action if the city renewed the bus company franchise and denied their own application 
for an MIA-sponsored jitney service. He and Fred D. Gray then explain the two 
lawsuits about to be filed in Montgomery federal district court. 
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